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TITLE 
KEY RING 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This application is a continuing application of U.S. Application Serial No. 
29/104,549, filed on May 7, 1999, entitled KEY-RING. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT 

Not Applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to key rings and more particularly concerns a 
novel key ring including a D ring coupling a key-holding ring to a band. 

For background, reference is made to U.S. Patent Nos. 2,531,325, 3,126,603, 
4,037,443, 4,164,132, 4,523,442, 4,765,460, 5,341,662, 5,388,740 and 5,495,734 and other 
patents in subclasses 456R and 459 of class 70. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the invention, there is a D ring coupling a key-holding ring to a band. 
Typically, the key-holding ring resides in the U-shaped portion of the D ring with the bar of 
the D ring connected to each end of the U-shaped portion residing in the band. The band 
typically comprises a length of material looped through the D-ring and clamped together at 
the ends, its width typically corresponding to slightly less than the distance between the legs 
of the U-shaped portion of the D-ring. 

It is an important object of the invention to provide an improved key ring. 
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Other features, objects and advantages of the invention will become apparent from 
the following detailed description when read in connection with the accompanying drawing 
in which: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 
5 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a key ring according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side view thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view thereof; 
□ FIG. 4 is a top view thereof; and 

FIG. 5 is a bottom view thereof. 

ifl 

<10 Like reference symbols in the various views indicate like elements, 

f n DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

U With reference now to the drawing and more particularly FIGS. 1-5 thereof, there are 

shown perspective, side, plan, top and bottom views of an embodiment of the invention. A D 

Q ring 11 couples a key-holding ring 12 to web 13. Web 13 is a piece of material looped 

Q 

15 through D-ring 1 1 and clamped together at its ends by clamp 14. 

Key-holding ring 12 is typically of a conventional type comprising a metal resilient 
spiral that allows entry of a key at opening 12A when adjacent portions of the spiral are 
forced apart to admit the key, and further rotation of key-holding ring 12 allows the 
remaining portions of the spiral to reside within a hole in the keyhead in a conventional 

20 manner. 

D-ring 1 1 has a U-shaped portion comprising legs 1 1 A and 1 IB joined by bight 1 1C 

with a bar 11D formed with a small gap HE in the middle extending between legs 11A and 

1 IB, and residing in the loop formed by band 13. The width of gap HE, typically about 1/8 

* inch wid e ; is about the span or diameter o f th^ c r oss 30oti Q n - of the matorial forming koy - 

01 "2- 
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inch wide, is about the span or diameter of the cross section of the material forming key 

holding ring 12 to facilitate insertion of the latter into D-ring 11 during assembly. The 

opposed portions of the band are preferably fastened together for most of its length as shown, 

to define an opening 13A accommodating bar 1 ID. 

Band 13 comprises a web of material looped through D-ring 11 so that D ring 11 is 

free to rotate about the axis of bar 11D and is clamped at its ends by clamp 14. The web 

material may be nylon or cotton webbing, but could be leather or plastic. 

Referring to FIG. 6, there is shown a plan view of another embodiment with clamp 

14' extending slightly beyond the width of band 13 and having rounded corners. 

The invention has a number of advantages. Key-holding ring 12 may be rotated 

about the axis of bar 11D through nearly 360 degrees as D-ring 11 rotates about this axis 

from engaging one side of band 13 to the other. Key-holding ring 12 is also free to ride 

along the inside portion of the U-shaped portion of D-ring 11 through substantially 180 

degrees about an axis perpendicular to the axis of bar 1 ID and the plane of band 13. 

The invention allows a linear material to be used as the body of the key ring; that is, 

the fob which may be held in the hand, such as web or band 13. The D-ring and key ring 

connection according to the invention allows a fob to be held so that keys can move in any 

direction. The gap 1 IE in the D-ring facilitates manufacture by allowing a spiral key ring to 

be easily and economically slid into the D-ring, the gap width typically being about the span 

or diameter of the spiral ring material cross section. Passing the web through the D-ring 

allows the latter to couple the former to the key ring. 

There has been described a novel key ring. It is evident that those skilled in the art 

may now make numerous uses and modifications of and departures from the specific 

apparatus and techniques herein disclosed without departing from the inventive concepts. 

-3- 



Docket No.: 08914-(^p)l £ 

Consequently, the invention is to be construed as embracing each and every novel feature 
and novel combination of features present in or possessed by the apparatus and techniques 
herein disclosed and limited solely by the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 



